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Synopsis

Looking at the views and experiences of three generations of indigenous Australians, this
autobiography unearths political and societal issues contained within Australia’s indigenous culture.
Sally Morgan traveled to her grandmothera ™s birthplace, starting a search for information about
her family. She uncovers that she is not white but aborigine&#151 ;information that was kept a secret
because of the stigma of society. This moving account is a classic of Australian literature that finally
frees the tongues of the authora ™s mother and grandmother, allowing them to tell their own

stories.
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Customer Reviews

Reading the other reviews on here, | find it interesting to note that just about everyone gives it either
5 stars or 1 star, but there’s almost nothing in between. It's quite true that it is a poorly written book -
the writing is dull and prosaic, and there’s little to recommend it from a literary point of view. Had |
not had to read it for a class, | doubt | would have bothered finishing it. The narrative of searching
and redemption which runs throughout is so predictable and clichA® that | have the feeling that if
this had been an American story it would have been snatched up by Oprah’s Book Club long ago.
Having said that, however, | think there are some important things about this book that probably
need consideration.More than the book itself, what | find interesting is that this was a huge

bestseller in Australia. And | mean HUGE. She may well be the highest grossing Indigenous author



in the country, although I'd be guessing. The fact that so many people read the book says
something about the mood of White Australia over the last twenty years, with this country trying to
come to grips with its shameful past. I've inclined to believe that most of this is an attempt to ease
collective white guilt than actually taking steps to reconcile and compensate for over two centuries
of oppression. Sally Morgan’s book is popular, | think, because she doesn’t actually challenge her
audience to move much beyond their comfort zone, and the construction of Aboriginality that she
presents is quite problematic, stereotypical, and firmly entrenched in the past.
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